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it had from the beginning, or at all events it had after
the sedulous efforts of the Government spies, the
leadership of a man named Thistlewood, the very
sort of man whom Fate and his own fault had marked
out for such a part. Thistlewood was just a type of
the creature who is found during the progress of all
great popular movements, who belongs to the dregs
of the agitation, and is by the hand of Nature quoted
and signed to mix himself up in deeds of blood.
Perhaps he was rather a crazy fanatic than an
'ordinary assassin; but it is certain that a spirit of
private vengeance and hate urged him in his later
days, much more than any desire, however wild and
incoherent, for .the emancipation of any downtrodden
class. He had been concerned in other agitations,
and had been put on his trial in one instance and
acquitted. Perhaps if he had not been crazy, he
might have been contented with the result; but he
instantly blossomed forth into that most dangerous
growth, a man with a grievance. He took the
extraordinary course of sending a challenge to Lord
Sidmouth. Perhaps -Lord Sidmouth might have
done well if he had taken no notice whatever of
the challenge; but of course there are laws for the
protection of the Ministers of the Crown from invita-
tions to single combat, and Thistlewood's mock heroic
performance was punished by a year's imprisonment.
When his time of incarceration was over, he came
out a thoroughly desperate man. He got a few
creatures about him, as ignorant and as desperate
as himself, and he initiated them into his plot, which
was to murder the Ministers, seize on the Bank, the